
Notes regarding the indemnity insurance applicable to SAHGCA 

 

What does the policy cover? 

 

Insurer:  

Zenith For The Accomplished(Pty) Ltd. As underwriting manager for Western Insurance 

Company Limited.  

Cover 

1. The policy provides indemnity for any liability that a person or organisation may 

incur to a third party. 

2. It is important to note that the cover comes into effect when the insured (see 

definition below) performs an act that results in an order by a court of law or that 

leads to such action. In other words, the insurer may decide that the insured is liable 

and settle out of court.  

3. It is important to note that that the policy excludes actions of a contractual and 

criminal nature. 

4. The policy is very simple and straightforward. If the insured is liable for any act 

arising from negligence, the policy will come into effect. 

 

Exclusions 

There are several exclusions to the policy. The main exclusion are: 

1. Contractual obligations i.e. normal business transactions 

2. Motor related incidents (fall under a motor policy) 

3. Incidents relating to watercraft (fall under a marine policy) 

4. Incidents relating to aircraft (fall under an aviation policy) 

5. Professional hunters in the course of their business (fall under a professional hunters 

policy) 

All the exclusions above have their own, specific policies.  

Note, it does not matter if the person has such a policy, but simply that such a policy is 

available. 

 

One of the real benefits of the policy is that the insurer will take immediate action to defend 

any claims instigated against the insured.  

The policy will automatically indemnify the insured if a court institutes an order against the 

insured. It is in the insurance company’s interest to ensure that the insured receives the 

best legal advice and defence. The insured person does not incur any legal expenses. This 

policy also offers protection should a third party embark on a “fishing expedition”. 

 

Below is a brief description of the policy and the cover it provides to SAHGCA and its 

members 

 

The liability policy covers the Association, all its branches, affiliates, and individual 

members. It is important to note that individual members also benefit from “member to 



member” protection. Therefore, if one member incurs a liability incident (i.e. shooting 

accident) to another member during the course of the association’s activities, each member 

will be treated as though each member has his/her own policy and will be able to take 

action against the defaulting member as if he/she was a separate third party. The policy will 

also protect a member’s spouse and children. 

It is important to note that cover is provided while members are participating in bona fide 

SAHGCA activities. 

 

The Association is open to claims from third parties at all times for the actions of any of its 

members, staff, and elected officials. Without the cover it is possible that any award made 

against the Association could exhaust its financial reserves as well as requiring individual 

members to contribute to the settlement of a claim. 

 

Range Officers 

 

There will be special concern over protection of Range Officers who operate under the 

authority and auspices of SAHGCA. Therefore, any liability that they may incur while 

performing their duties will be directly covered under this policy. It is one of the more 

important protection benefits envisaged. 

 

However it is important to note that if a SAHGCA range officer acts as a range officer for 

another association not under the SAHGCA umbrella, this policy will not be applicable.  

 

Note 

 

An individual member attending another Association’s shooting activity that falls within 

his/her activities as a hunter/shottist will be covered. The policy will not provide cover to 

any guests that accompany him/her on a range or hunting event. The indemnity cover for 

this policy is limited to R20 million. Some people may regard this limit as being too high, 

while those with some legal knowledge may deem it to be too low. 

 

What does the policy cover? 

Set out below are scenarios describing various incidents that may lead to claims. Obviously, there 

will always be other circumstances that affect the liability. The full details of the circumstances 

would have to be known, but if negligence can be proven, cover will apply. The answer is simple: if a 

person is found liable in a court of law the policy will apply (subject to the exclusions). Having said 

this, it is useful to look at some scenarios and the answers given by the insurer on whether these 

would constitute valid claims under the policy.  

Scenarios 

The incident cited below relates to an actual incident. 

We recently received a query regarding the damage to a scope mounted on a rifle. Apparently, the 

rifle was lying on the ground and another member drove over the weapon with his car and damaged 



the scope. Firstly, it must be established who was negligent and would be liable for the damage in 

terms of the law. Is it the member who left the rifle on the ground, or the driver of the vehicle? 

Potentially, it is difficult to determine who was negligent. The policy held by SAHGCA simplifies it to 

a large extent. If the member who had left the rifle on the ground was deemed to be negligent, the 

third party cannot be held liable because the member caused his own loss. His only recourse would 

be to claim against a separate all risks policy if he had this in place. If it was deemed that the driver 

of the vehicle was negligent because he did not look where he was going or if he drove in a 

restricted area, then he could be liable in terms of the law. However, this policy excludes any liability 

that may arise from the driving of any motorised vehicle. In this instance, the normal vehicle 

insurance policy would apply.  

 

It will be difficult to find SAHGCA liable in this incident, unless negligence on the side of the 

Association could be proven, in which case the policy would apply. However, this would be unlikely. 

As explained above, the full circumstances would have to be considered. 

 

This policy does not cover damage to property unless it arises as a liability claim. Weapons and 

equipment should be covered under the member’s own All Risks policy. 

 

Other possible scenarios if negligence/liability at law can be proven. 

 

Scenario Comment 

Member accidentally shoots a farmer’s stud bull 
or a sable antelope instead of a blesbuck 

This would be covered  

Members started a fire while doing youth 
training and the neighbouring farm was 
damaged by fire, killing/injuring livestock and 
game stock. 

This would be covered 

A member severs his hand during a meat 
processing training session that had been 
arranged by the Association. He/she wants to 
sue the instructor. 

This would be covered  

A minor child of a member shoots and injures 
someone by mistake. 

This would be covered if the child was 
accompanied by a parent who is a SAHGCA 
member and acted according to the 
Association’s policies. This will also depend on 
the child and/or parent being held liable under 
the law. 

A member, while reloading at a friend’s house, 
spills powder onto an open flame and the 
friend’s house burns down. 

The member would have to rely solely on his 
own personal liability policy because this 
incident is not directly connected to the activities 
of a hunter. 

A parking attendant at a SAHGCA shooting day 
directs a motor vehicle into a pothole and the 
front suspension breaks.  

This would be covered 

A member reverses over his friend’s brand-new 
James Purdy & Sons shotgun at a bird shooting 
day. 

It will not be covered because any incidents 
involving a mechanically propelled vehicle will 
fall under the liability insurance of the driver of 
that vehicle. 

A member visits Huntex and bumps into another 
person and injures him. 

This incident will not be covered because this is 
not directly connected to the activities of a 
member. The personal liability policy should 



provide insurance against claims.  

A child accompanying a member on a hunt falls 
off the back of a bakkie and breaks his neck.  

The indemnity insurance will not cover this 
incident because it involves a mechanically 
propelled vehicles. The claim would be lodged 
with the Road Accident Fund (RAF) 

Will the Association be covered by the policy 
under the following circumstances?  
A visitor is injured in an action involving a 
security guard at the SAHGCA offices. 
 
A snake bites a visitor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A visitor is gored by one of the two tame Nyala 
bulls on the premises. 
A child drowns in a pool on the premises 
A visitor’s car is damaged and the occupants are 
injured when a wall collapses on the vehicle.  

 
 
Covered 
 
 
If this is a snake occurring naturally in the wild 
and there is no negligence on the part of 
SAHGCA, then there will not be cover. (There has 
to be negligence on the part of SAHGCA.) But if 
this was a captive snake that escaped,  then the 
result may be different 
 
Covered 
 
Covered 
Covered 
 

Does the policy provide cover in any of the 
above scenarios if the member is drunk or under 
the influence of drugs 

No. The policy excludes any event emanating 
from alcohol and drug abuse. 

Will the member be covered for a shooting 
incident under the following circumstances: 
at an SAHGCA event 
 
at a shooting day of another organisation 
 
 
 
 
while hunting 
 
while unloading his or her firearm at home 

 
 
Covered 
 
Not covered if this had nothing to do with the 
members activities as a SAHGCA member. But if 
he is representing SAHGCA or is there as part of 
his membership of SAHGCA, he will be covered. 
 
Covered, if this activity is being carried out as a 
bona fide hunter. 
No. Personal liability cover should cover it.  

 

Notes to the above: 

 

All claims will be subject to the excess (deductible) applicable to the policy. 

 

All Claims  (Incurred by an individual member) to be firstly lodged against members own Liability 

policy, where individuals incur liability. i.e. not in the name of the Association...           

In other words, the policy provided to the members requires that the member present any claim 

made against them to their own personal legal cover first. Should they not have any cover or should 

their personal cover fail to indemnify them, the policy will provide cover for the whole amount up to 

the limit of R20 Million. Furthermore, the policy will follow what is known as a ‘top up’ principle 

should the cover provided by their own personal legal cover be insufficient. This cover will follow the 

members own personal policy and provide cover for the “difference”.  



The Insurer would require any claim that is received by any member to be submitted to them as 

well. They need to be part of the initial claim in case there is no cover or in case the member’s 

personal liability policy fails to respond.   

 

Refer to the following scenarios below as examples:  

Scenario 1: The member receives a demand for an alleged wrongdoing to a third party. They present 

this to their insurer who accepts liability. The cover limit is R 2 million and the claim is settled at R3 

million. There is now a shortfall of R1 million. The Insurer will settle the outstanding shortfall of R1 

million. 

Scenario 2: The member receives a demand for an alleged wrongdoing to a third party. They present 

this to their insurer who does not accept liability or the member does not have insurance. The 

Insurer will take that claim and attend to it and should it be proven that the insured was negligent, 

they will then settle the claim. 

BUT Remember that the Association will be liable for actions incurred by individuals in the name of 

the association but this will not be a concern as it will be either one or the other, and the policy will 

respond anyway.” 

Members with specific questions, may send their queries to admin@sahunt.co.za to keep 

SAHGCA informed about their concerns. 
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